THE NAVY ESTIMATES
A speech (introducing the supplementary estimate) in the
house of commons
february 27, 1940
February 25.   Mr.  Sumner  Welles,  President Roosevelt's special
envoy, arrives in Rome.
February 26.   The Finns lose   the   important  island fortress  of
KoivistO) protecting the right flank of the Mannerheim
Line.
[February 27, 1940,
I
 COME before the House, on behalf of the Navy, to ask for a
few men, some ships, and a little money, to enable them to
carry on their work which has become important to us all at the
present time. In making this request, I am emboldened by the
remarkable consideration with which naval affairs have been
treated during this war by all parties in the House. It seems to me
that since I last presented Navy Estimates in war-time—25 years
ago, almost to a day—there has grown up a very much wider
comprehension of the conditions under which the Navy and the
Admiralty do their duty; of their difficulties, and of the certainty
that mistakes will be made both at Whitehall and on salt water,
and that, however hard we try, a painful drain of losses will be
sustained. I am grateful to the House—not only to my hon.
Friends on this side—but to the right hon. Member who speaks
for the Opposition and to the Leader of the Liberal Party, for this
spirit of tolerance, of understanding, and even indulgence with
which we have been and are being treated; and I can assure the
House that it will only make us more zealous in the discharge of our
task, in order to give satisfaction and win approval by producing
good results. The earnestness and vigour with which Parliament
is supporting the Crown in waging this very grievous war, and the
unstinted money contribution which the House of Commoas has
made for that purpose, imposes the highest obligation upon the
armed Forces, and upon the Parliamentary Ministers entrusted
with their superintendence and direction.
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